THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Study Guide By Larry Deason 

(Arranged and Supplemented: by Bobby Deason)
Lesson One: Introduction to John

Authorship and Date

I.
Authorship and Date: Nowhere in the text does the author identify himself. 

A.
Clues which lead me to believe that it was John the son of Zebedee are found 

throughout this gospel. 

B.
These passages help to identify the author: Jn. 1:37, Luke 5:10; Jn. 18:15-16; 

Jn. 13:23-26; 18:25-27; 19:32-35; 21:20, 23-25.
II.
Date: Where and when John was written is not absolutely known.


A.
The time may have been as late as 90 A.D. and as early A.D. 70.


B.
The place was probably Ephesus, where according to ancient tradition 


the Apostle John spent his last years. He was on the Island of Patmos 


when he wrote Revelation, as early as 70 A.D. and as late as 96 A.D..

Purpose and Theme 
I.
The purpose of the book is simple and majestic and that is to prove that Jesus Christ is 
the son of God.

II.
Theme of the book:


A.
John 20:30-31: 30, “30, Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the 


presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31, But these 

are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by 
believing you may have life in his name.”

B.
The entire book leads toward the fulfilling of this goal.
Key Words: ‘Signs,’ ‘Believe,’ ‘Life’
Note: These three key words are used throughout this gospel and are brought together in the in the concluding theme, John 20:31.

I.
‘Signs’ (plural form of Gk: Semeion:


A.
There are three other NT words referring to miracles with similar meaning 

(see Hebrews 2:4). They are wonders (Gk: teras) Acts 2:19; Rom. 15:19; 


miracles or powers (Gk: dunamis) Matt. 11:20, 21, 23; strange (Gk: 


paradoxos) Luke 5:26.

B.
‘Semeion’, when applied to a miracle, shows that the sign is secondary in 


meaning, but the deed itself  is the principle meaning (see Luke 2:12); John 

6:14, 26, 30 Christ as the bread of Life); the man born blind, John 9:16: Christ 

as the light of the world compare with 9:5; the raising of Lazarus (John 


11:47;12:18): Christ as the giver of Life (see John 11:23-27).
II.
‘Believe’ (Gk: pisteuo):


A.
Believe means believe in something, be convinced of something, with  that 

which one believes; believe in, trust, have confidence.”


B.
This verb expresses the purpose and goal of John’s method of writing. John 

uses this verb approximately 98 times. Interestingly, the noun form (Gr. Pistis) 

is never used. It is important to note that pisteuo never means merely mental 

assent to an idea, but is joined together with commitment or trust, for example, 

John 3:16 and 
3:36).

III.
‘Life’ (Gk. Zoe)


A.
‘Life’ is defined as ‘life’ in the physical sense and also supernatural life 


belonging to God and Christ, which believers will receive in the future, but 

also enjoy now in this life, John 5:24-27.

B.
‘Zoe’ is not mere existence, but is life that Jesus came to give us, John 10:10. 

This life as John presents it (Jn.17:3) is consciousness, contact, 



development and continuity.


C.
Positively speaking life is: knowledge of God (Jn.17:3) satisfaction (Jn.6:35) 

preservation and enjoyment (Jn.10:10) and eternal duration, (Jn.12:25).
Logical Organization and Key Passage
I.
The logical organization of the book is seen in the key words: signs, belief and life, 
John 20:30-31.


A.
The revelation of God is seen in Christ’s signs.


B.
The reaction these signs ought to cause is belief.


C.
The result of belief is the gift of eternal life.

II.
Read again (Jn.20:30-31) this Key Passage and see the truth of these statements.

The Seven Signs of the Book

I. Changing water to wine, 2:1-11.


A. 
Immediate change, on the vine it takes months.

B. 
Proves Him to be Master of Quality.
II. Healing the Nobleman’s son, 4:46-54.

A. 
The boy was miles away from Jesus.

B.
Jesus Master of Distance.
III. Healing the lame man, 5:1-9.

A.
Lame 38 years and was cured instantly.

B.
Proves Jesus is Master of Time.
IV. Feeding the five thousand, John 6:1-14.

A.
From little to much, five loaves two small fishes multiplied to feed a multitude

B.
Jesus is the Master of Quantity.
V. Walking on the water, 6:16-21.

A.
Jesus has power over forces of nature.

B.
He is Master of the Elements.
VI. Healing the man born blind, 9:1-12, 41

A.
Answers the disciples question about sin and suffering.

B.
Jesus is the Master of Misfortune.

VII. Raising Lazarus from the dead, 11:1-46.

A.
This sign was convincing proof of Jesus’ claim, “I am the resurrection and the
 

Life,”11:25.

B.
Proof that Jesus is the Master of Death.
Self Exam
1.
What is the theme passage of this gospel_________________________?

2.
What is the approximate date of this gospel_________________________?

3.
Who is the author____________________________________________?

4.
List three important words in this gospel ________________, _________________, __________________? Know their definitions.

5.
List the seven great signs done by Jesus and what they prove: (Example ‘a’)

a.
Turned water to wine - proves Him Master of Quality, chapter 4__________

b.
______________________________________________________________


c.
_______________________________________________________________


d.
_______________________________________________________________


f.
_______________________________________________________________


g.
_______________________________________________________________

OUTLINE OF THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
The Documented Evidence For Belief

Lesson Two

Prologue (John 1:1-18)
Background of ‘Logos’

I.
The Logos in Greek thought, (Gospel of John, by Larry Deason, pages 37-45.


A.
The great Greek thinkers like, Heraclites (6th c. B.C.); Plato (4th c. 



B.C.); The Stoics (1st c. A.D. see Acts 17:18) believed in  ‘Logos’ 



which they considered to be Reason and sometimes God, but 



considered matter to be eternal.

B.
The ‘Logos’ existed in Jewish thought also.

John’s use of ‘Logos.’ 
I.
To John, the Logos is not an idea or thought 
expressed as it was to the Greek mind, 
but is a person (see Jn.1:2, 4,14).


A.
The Logos is not the spoken word, but the Word Himself.


B.
The Logos is not the things revealed, but the Revealer.


C.
The Logos is Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, incarnate. 


Consider the following passages: 



1.
Jn.1:14 with Heb. 2:14; 10:5



2.
Jn.3:16 with I Jn.1:1-3



3.
Jn.1:14 with Jn.1:17-18; 20:30-31

II.
It can readily be seen that the Logos of John is not the Logos of man’s 


philosophy and theory. The Logos, the Eternal Word, is Jesus the Christ, made flesh.

Relationships of the ‘Logos’ 1:1-18.

I.
The following shows the relationship of the Word/Logos to Deity (1:1):

A.
He is eternal


B.
He possesses personality


C.
He is God

II.
The relationship of the Word to creation (1:2-3):


A.
Antiquity: The Logos existed before creation.


B.
Agency: The Logos is God’s agent of creation.


C.
Activity: The Logos is active in creation (v3).

III.
The relationship of the Word to life (1:4-5, 9):


A.
The Logos is the source of life.


B.
The Logos shows the significance of life to men.


C.
The Logos embodies the strength of life.


D.
The Logos encompasses the scope of life.

IV.
The relationship of the Word to the world (1:10):


A.
The Word was present in the world.


B.
The Word was active in the world.

Note: Here is a prominent distinction in John’s presentation of the Word: “He was,” but “the world was made (or became).”


C.
The Word was ignored by the world.

V.
Relationship of the Word to men (1:11-13).


A.
He came to his own (literally, “He came to His own things”.)


B.
He was rejected by His own.


C.
He was received by some.

VI.
The relationship of the Word to flesh (1:14):


A.
The act: “The Word became flesh…”


B.
The action: “And lived for a while among us.”


C.
The observation: “We have seen his glory.”

VII.
The relationship of the Word to God (1:16-18):


A.
He is the fullness of God (Gk. pleroma) and the source of many blessings.


B.
These blessings are much better and greater than the law could give us (1:17).


C.
The Logos has made known the invisible God (1:18)

Alternatives Regarding Belief
I.
The alternatives are:


A.
Jesus never lived, but was the product of a human mind; that is, He originated 

in John’s imagination.

B. 
He lived, but was simply a great teacher, philosopher, and moralist. This must 

be dismissed based upon His explicit claims.

II.
The evidence presented by the book of John must be weighed by reason. Once the 
evidence is honestly considered and logical conclusions drawn, the only believable 
conclusion to be reached is: “My Lord and my God” (Read John 20:24-31)

Self Exam
1.
What is the meaning of the word “Logos”__________________________________?

2.
Who is the “Logos” in John 1:1, 14________________________________________?

3.
What is the relationship of the “Logos” to:

· Deity________________________________________________________?

· Creation______________________________________________________?

· Life__________________________________________________________?

· World_________________________________________________________?

· Men__________________________________________________________?

· Flesh__________________________________________________________?

· God__________________________________________________________?
4.
What should be an honest person’s conclusion after studying the evidence for Jesus being who he claimed to be ___________________________________________________?
Lesson Three 
1:19 – 2:22
The period of consideration: The presentation of the Object of belief (1:19-4:54).
The Baptizer’s Testimony (1:19-51)
I.
John’s Testimony: Someone greater is coming…and is now here (1:19-34).


A.
John is declared to be a witness (1:6-8, 15).


B.
John’s declaration as a witness is described (1:19-34)

II.
The testimony of five early disciples: We have found Him (1:35-51).


A.
First day: Two disciples volunteer, one is recruited (1:35-42).


B.
Second day: One disciple is called, one is recruited (1:43-51)


C.
These verses record the reactions of some of John’s disciples to the witness of 

his message. Notice:



1.
John’s testimony: “Look, the Lamb…” (1:36-37; see 1:29)



2.
Andrew’s testimony: “We have found the Messiah” (1:41).



3.
Philip’s testimony: “We have found the one Moses wrote… (1:45).



4.
Nathanael’s testimony: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God: you are King 


of Israel” (1:49).

Note: “By the end of John chapter one, we are well on our way. We meet the Great One as Logos, Light, Unique One, Greater than John, Lamb of God, Baptizer is the Holy Spirit, Son of God, Teacher, Messiah, Prophet, King of Israel, and Ladder to Heaven! We have just begun our journey, and already we have discovered so much.


“Yet, we are told, ‘You will see greater things that this!’(v.50). Majestic are the vistas that await us. Most glorious is the panorama, when we stand at the very top, hearing the confession of Thomas: ‘My Lord and My God!” (John 20:28)

Testimony of the works of Jesus (2:1-22)
I.
The action of Jesus is seen at a wedding in Cana (2:1-11).


A.
Jesus’ mother prompts him to action (2:1-5)


B.
Jesus on this occasion performs His first recorded sign: the changing of 


ordinary water into extraordinary wine! (Master of Quality).


1.
Cannot be explained by natural causes.



2.
Ordinary water instantaneously changed onto best “the best wine.”



3.
This is a supernatural work, a miracle, which one may either accept or 


deny. No third alternatives.


C.
The significance of the sign is in the results it produced.

II.
The action of Jesus is seen at the temple in Jerusalem (2:12-22).


A.
On this occasion Jesus cleansed the temple of corrupt religious 



commercialism. (There is strong reason to believe that there were two 


cleansings of the temple, Matt. 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-48, this 

one occurred at the beginning of His passion week.)


B.
Immediately after the cleansing of the temple, the Jews asked Jesus for a sign 

to authenticate His authority (2:18).



1.
They will be given a sign – His resurrection would be the chief 



vindication of His ministry (2:19-21).



2.
The temple built by Herod had been standing for 46 years (Matt. 



26:61). His disciples didn’t understand what He meant when He said 


‘destroy this temple and I’ll raise it in three days.” Later they will (Jn. 


14:25-26).
Self Exam Lesson 3
1.
This section of our study is call “The period of ______________________?”

2.
What was John’s testimony about Jesus 1:29 “_______________________________
______________________________________________________!”

3.
What was Andrew’s testimony about Jesus “_________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________”?

4.
Philip’s testimony “_____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________”?

5.
Nathanael “___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________”?

5.
What is Jesus’ first recorded sign in John chapter two_________________________?


What did this sign prove about Jesus_______________________________________?

6.
Were there one or two cleansing of the temple by Jesus_______________________?
7.
What sign did Jesus tell the Jews would prove his authority 2:12-22 ______________ __________________________________________________________________________?
Lesson Four 



John 2:23-4:54
Interview with Nicodemus (2:23-3:21).

I.
The character of Nicodemus is shown (3:1).


A.
Theologically, he was a Pharisee: zealous for the law.


B.
Intellectually, Nicodemus was honest: open to new truth.


C.
Socially, he was a ruler of the Jews: a position of leadership in the nation.


D.
Politically, he was a member of the Sanhedrin (see Jn.7:50)
.


E.
Professionally, he was an outstanding teacher among the Jews (see Jn.3:10).

II.
The statements of Nicodemus are presented (3:2).

III.
The reply of Jesus is recorded (3:3-15)


A.
The necessity of a new birth is made clear (3:3-5)


B.
The nature of rebirth is explained carefully (3:5-8)



1.
I believer that there are some mistaken understandings of these verses 


concerning water and spirit.



2.
Water = baptism of John. Spirit the ministry of Jesus (Jn. 1:33;3:9-11, 


29-32).



3.
Later it would equate to baptism in the name of Jesus (see Acts 2:38-


39; Titus 3:5; I Peter 1:22-23; 3:21-22).



C.
The authority concerning the ‘rebirth’ teaching is assured (3:9-13).


D.
The basis of rebirth is explained from the Hebrew Scriptures (3:14-15).

IV.
The reply of Jesus to Nicodemus is summarized: an appeal to belief and a statement 
of the issues involved (3:16-21).


A.
God’s attitude and purpose toward the world is revealed in “the Christ event”  

(3:16).


1.
The character of love

4.
The gift of love



2.
The author of love

5.
The purpose of love



3.
The object of love

6.
The extent of love


B.
God’s judgment of the world is revealed in “the Christ event” (3:17-21)

Further testimony from the Baptizer (3:22-36)
I.
The occasion for this testimony was a dispute over ceremonial washing (3:22-26).

II.
John’s expression of faith and confession is given in reply (3:27-30).


Note: John’s contentment is realized; his joy is fulfilled and his humility is evident.

III.
John’s concluding remarks (3:31-36).



He carries further his appeal to belief, praising the majesty and authority of 

the heavenly Witness; the consequences of belief and unbelief are presented in 

stronger terms.
Interview with the Samaritan Woman (4:1-42)
“In John 4, our Lord ministers to a variety of people: the sinful Samaritan woman, His own disciples, the many Samaritans who trusted in Him, and finally, a nobleman and his household. What did these have in common? Faith in Jesus Christ. John was fulfilling the purpose of his Gospel in showing his readers how various kinds and classes of people came to believe in Jesus as the Son of God.”
I.
Jesus had no desire to compete with John the Baptizer (4:1-3).

II.
Jesus has a private conversation with a Samaritan woman (4:4-26).


A.
The occasion for this conversation (4:4-6).



1.
Jesus had to go through Samaria to seek the lost sheep there (4:4).




a.
Samaritans were a mixed race; descendants of the people 




imported by the Assyrians (see 2 Kings 17:24-41) to replace the 



Israelite upper classes that were taken into exile after the fall of 



Samaria (721 B.C.).




b.
Nehemiah 4-6 c. 445 B.C. Rejected helping Israel to rebuild the 



wall and became bitter opponents of the project.


2.
The Jews and the Samaritans became very resentful of each other from 


those early years and broke fellowship. The Samaritans changed their 


place of worship from Jerusalem to Samaria.


B.
The Lord’s approach to meeting and conversing with this woman is instructive 

(4:7-26). 



1.
You are a Jew (vv 7-10) (by Weirsbe).
“In that day, it was not considered proper for any man, especially a rabbi, to speak in public to a strange woman (John 4:27). But our Lord set social customs aside because a soul’s eternal salvation was at stake. It certainly surprised her when He asked for a drink of water. She surmised that He was a Jewish rabbi, and perhaps she tried to “read between the lines” to find another meaning to His request. What was He really seeking?
The information in John’s parenthesis at the end of John 4:9 was for the benefit of his Gentile readers. Since the disciples had gone into the city to purchase food, it is obvious that the Jews did have some “dealings” with the Samaritans; so John was not trying to exaggerate. The phrase can be translated “ask no favors from the Samaritans” or “use no vessels in common with the Samaritans.” Why would Jesus, a Jew, want to use her “polluted” vessel to get a drink of water?
Of course, our Lord’s request was simply a way to open the conversation and share with her the truth about “living water.” Whenever He witnessed to people, Jesus did not use a “sales talk” that He adapted to meet every situation. To Nicodemus, He spoke about new birth; but to this woman, He spoke about living water.
Jesus pointed out to her that she was ignorant of three important facts: Who He was, what He had to offer, and how she could receive it. Here was eternal God speaking to her, offering her eternal life! The Samaritans were as blind as the Jews (John 1:26). But our Lord’s words had aroused her interest, so she pursued the conversation.”


2.
“A greater than Jacob” (vv 11-15)
“Jesus was speaking about spiritual water, but she interpreted His words to mean literal water. Again, we see how easily people confuse the material and the spiritual. Furthermore, this woman was concerned about how He would obtain this water, instead of simply asking Him to give her a drink of it.
Of course Jesus is greater than Jacob—and greater than the well itself! To paraphrase His reply: “Whosoever continues to drink of this material water (or anything the world has to offer) will thirst again. But whosoever takes one drink of the water I give will never thirst again!” (see John 4:13-14)
The woman’s immediate response was to ask for this gift, but she did not know what she was saying. The seed of the Word fell on shallow soil, and the shoots that sprang up had no root (Matt. 13:20-21). She had made progress, but she still had a long way to go; so Jesus patiently dealt with her.”


3.
“A Prophet”(vv 16-24)
The only way to prepare the soil of the heart for the seed is to plow it up with conviction. That was why Jesus told her to go get her husband: He forced her to admit her sin. There can be no conversion without conviction. There must first be conviction and repentance, and then there can be saving faith. Jesus had aroused her mind and stirred her emotions, but He also had to touch her conscience, and that meant dealing with her sin.
“I have no husband” was the shortest statement she made during the entire conversation! Why? Because now she was under conviction and her “mouth was stopped” (Rom. 3:19). But this was the best thing that could have happened to her!
However, instead of listening to Jesus, she tried to get Him on a “detour” by discussing the differences between the Jewish and the Samaritan religions. It is much more comfortable to discuss religion than to face one’s sins! However, Jesus once again revealed her spiritual ignorance: she did not know who to worship, where to worship, or how to worship! He made it clear that all religions are not equally acceptable before God; that some worshipers act in ignorance and unbelief.
The only faith that God will accept is that which came through the Jews. The Bible is of Jewish origin, and our Saviour was a Jew. The first Christians were Jews. A religious worker in an airport told me that the world’s deliverer came from Korea, but Jesus said, “Salvation is of the Jews.” Only those who have the indwelling Holy Spirit, and who obey the truth, can worship God acceptably.
It was a devastating statement to say that worship would no longer be limited to the Jewish temple. This ties in with John 2:19-21 and also Stephen’s statement in Acts 7:48-50. John’s Gospel clearly reveals that there is a new sacrifice (John 1:29), a new temple (John 2:19-21; 4:20-24), a new birth (John 3:1-7), and a new water (John 4:11). Jews reading this Gospel should realize that God has established in Jesus Christ a whole new economy. The Old Covenant Law has been fulfilled and set aside.


4.
“The Christ” (vv 25-30)
In spite of her ignorance, there was one truth this woman did know: the Messiah was coming and would reveal the secrets of hearts. Where did she learn this truth? We do not know, but that seed had lain buried in her heart until that very hour, and now it was going to bear fruit. Our Lord’s response to her statement was, literally: “I that speak to thee, I am!” He dared to utter the holy name of God!
At this point, the woman put her faith in Jesus Christ. Immediately she wanted to share her faith with others, so she went into the village and told the men she had met the Christ. When you consider how little spiritual truth this woman knew, her zeal and witness put us to shame. But God used her simple testimony, and many of the people came out to the well to meet Jesus. The rabbis said, “It is better that the words of the Law be burned than be delivered to a woman!” But Jesus did not agree with that narrow prejudice.
Why did she leave her water pot when she hurried into the city? For one thing, she had the living water within and was now satisfied. Also, she intended to come back; and perhaps in the interim, the disciples and Jesus could use the vessel to satisfy their thirst. Gone were the racial barriers and battles that had existed before! They were all one in faith and love!
This woman did not come to faith in Christ immediately. Jesus was patient with her, and in this, He sets a good example for us in our own personal work. Certainly she was the least likely prospect for salvation, yet God used her to win almost an entire village!
II.
Many Samaritans believe as the result of personal investigation (4:27-42).

III.
The patient love of Jesus had to overcome many obstacles to bring this woman to the 
initial point of active faith, such as: Ignorance, indifference, indecision, materialism, 
selfishness, religious prejudice and moral indifference.
Interview with the nobleman of Capernaum (4:43-54)
I.
The situation of the nobleman and his son are presented (4:46-54).
II.
The brief response of Jesus is instructive (4:50).

III.
The nobleman’s progression in belief is outlined (4:50-54).

IV.
The conclusion of this incident is unmistakable: This sign proves Jesus to be the 
Master over Space and Distance. The dying boy was about 20 miles from Jesus.

Self Exam Lesson 4
1.
Who is Nicodemus____________________________________________________?

2.
Why did Nicodemus believe that Jesus was a teacher come from God “______________________________________________________________________”?

3.
What is the new birth __________________________________________________?
4.
What is the result of being born again_____________________________________?

5.
What six things reveal God’s attitude and purpose in John 3:16:


The ___________of love
The ___________of love 
The ___________of love


The___________of love
The____________of love
The ___________of love

6.
Should a person be baptized or discipled first_____________________4:1? Who did the baptizing, Jesus or His disciples______________________________________4:2?

7.
Who were the Samaritans____________________________________________?

8.
Who did the Samaritan women think Jesus was after He told her some things about her life_________________________________________________?

9.
What kind of water did Jesus tell the woman He could give her _________________

_________________________________4:14?

10.
What did Jesus say about the place of worship ______________________________?

11.
What kind of worshippers does the Father want “____________________________

_____________________________________________________________________4:23?

12.
God is a “___________” and His worshippers must worship Him “______________

_____________________”4:24.

13.
What was the second miracle/sign that Jesus, 4:54 ____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________?

14.
What did this miracle prove about the mastery of Jesus _______________________?

Lesson Five

5:1 – 6:71
The period of controversy: The issues of belief and unbelief (5:1-6:71)

The healing of the lame man (5:1-18)

I.
The restoration by Jesus is complete.

II.
The response of the lame man is pathetic (5:7).

III.
The reaction of “The Jews” is vicious and predictable.


A.
They chided the man for carrying his mat on the “Sabbath” (5:10-12)


(Study of Sabbath keeping (Larry Deason, John pages 148-154).


B.
The man could not answer the Jews question, “who made you well.” At the 

moment he really didn’t know (5:12, see v. 15). They cared nothing for the 

man’s healing but only their legalistic approach to law keeping.

IV.
In conclusion, this third sign shows Jesus to be the Master of time.

The claims of Jesus (5:19-29)
I.
The claims of Jesus are stated boldly in response to persecution (5:17).


A.
He claims to be equal with God (5:17-18).


B.
He regards Himself to be the Son of God (5:18).


C.
He describes Himself as the workman and revealer of the Father (5:19-20).


D.
He conceives of Himself as the giver of life (5:21).


E.
He asserts that He is the judge of all mankind (5:22-25).


F.
He affirms that He possesses life in Himself (5:26).

G.
He testifies that He is the authorized executive of divine judgment (5:27-30).

Testimonies concerning Jesus (vs. 31-47)
I.
Five Specific Testimonies or Witnesses about Jesus and His Claims


A. 
He appeals to the testimony of the Father (vs. 32, 37).


B. 
The testimony of John the Baptizer (vs. 33-34).


C. 
The testimony of His works (v. 36).


D. 
The testimony of scripture (v.39). “You search the scriptures because you



think that in them you have eternal life and they are they which testify about



me.”


E. 
The witness of Moses (vs. 45-47). “But do not think I will accuse you



before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes are set.”

SUMMARY:

Jesus made tremendous claims in this chapter. Either they are true or they are false.

If they are true then Jesus is indeed the Son of God. If they are false, then he is a fraud

and an imposter. His claims are substantiated by reliable testimony. This gospel shows that men may reject His claims, not because of lack of evidence but because of the condition of their hearts. We have pointed out before that some of the reasons for unbelief are these:

men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. They do not have

God’s love in their hearts, and they accept the praise of men rather than accepting the

praise that comes from God. Many of the same reasons today will explain the unbelief of men in our world. The testimonies are sufficient to prove to the honest man of integrity that Jesus is indeed what and who He claimed to be. But men may still choose darkness rather than light

because their deeds are evil.
The issues demonstrated (6:1-21)
I.
Feeding the five thousand is a physical demonstration supporting the verbal 
claims Jesus has made (recorded in all four gospels). It is a spectacular miracle, 
proving Jesus to be the Master over quantity, the fourth of the seven great signs.
II.
The fifth great sign/miracle done by Jesus is walking on the water which proves Him 
to be the Master of the elements. This is really four miracles in one: 


A.
Jesus walking on the water


B.
Jesus causing Peter to walk on the water (see Matt. 14:28-31).


C.
Jesus calming the storm (see Matt. 14:32; Mark 6:51


D.
Jesus conquerors space, in that the boat reaches shore “immediately” from the 

middle of the lake (see Mark 6:47)
The issues explained (6:22-7:1)
Note:
The discourse on the Bread of Life is Jesus’ explanation of the sign of feeding the five 
thousand. It naturally divides itself into three parts, corresponding to the variety of 
hearers in the audience: the multitude; the Jews; the disciples of Jesus (of two distinct 
varieties).
I.
The curious multitude makes a disappointing response to Jesus’ sign (6:22-40).


A.
Their search for Jesus is wrongly motivated (6:22-25).


B.
Their materialistic motive for following Jesus must be rebuked (6:26-27).


C.
Their materialistic motive blinds them to two great facts:



1.
The ultimate end of life is a matter of spiritual possession, not material 


(carefully consider Matt. 6:23-33).



2.
The One who miraculously fed them is the only one who can feed their 


spiritual need.


D.
Their legalistic approach to God is exposed by Jesus (6:28-29).


E.
Their memorial requirement for belief in Jesus is transcended by Him (6:30-

33).


F.
Their literalistic misunderstanding of the teaching of Jesus is shattered by Him 

(6:34-40).

II.
The Jews react to Jesus’ teaching with discord and contention (6:41-71).


A.
Contentious about Jesus’ origin (6:41-51)


B.
Contentious about “eating His flesh” (6:52-59).


C.
Critical disciples don’t like Jesus’ “hard sayings” (6:60-65)


D.
Jesus reveals a disturbing truth concerning the certainty of the twelve (6:66-

71).



1.
Simon Peter’s great confession (6:68-69)



2.
Judas the Devil – the betrayer among the twelve (6:70-71)

Self Exam Lesson 5
1.
This section of our study is called “The period of _____________________”?

2.
Jesus heals a man who had been lame 38 years; the third great sign – what did it prove 
about Jesus ____________________________________________?

3.
What five specific testimonies or witnesses about Jesus and His claims:


a.
He appeals to the testimony of ________________?

b.
The testimony of ___________________?


c.
The testimony of His _________________?


d.
The testimony of ___________________?


e.
The witness of _____________________?

4.
The fourth great sign done by Jesus was _____________________________ and 
proved that He was the _____________________________________?

5.
The fifth great sign by Jesus was _______________________________ which proved 
Him to be the ________________________________________?

6.
This fifth miracle was really _______ miracles in one? Know the reasons why. 

7.
The Jews react to Jesus’ teaching about being the bread of life with ________and 
_______________.


8.
When Jesus asked His disciples if they wanted to leave Him too, Peter said (memorize what he said 6:68-69 “ ______________________________________________________”
Lesson Six
7:1 - 8:59

The period of conflict: The clash of belief and unbelief (7:1-12:50)
Conflict with the Jesus’ brothers (7:1-9) 

Note: This “period of conflict” covers the last six months before Jesus’ death.

I.
The attitude of Jesus’ brothers is presented (7:1-5).


A.
These are Jesus’ real brothers, not step-brothers or cousins as those who want 

Mary to be a perpetual virgin teach (see Luke 2:7; Matt. 1:25). They were his 

half-brothers sons of Joseph and Mary (but not the Holy Spirit).


B.
The are sarcastic, worldly and unbelieving (7:3-5)

II.
Jesus’ reply is given (7:6-9).
Conflict with the bewildered populace (7:10-52)
I.
The multitudes speak their divided opinions about Him (7:10-13)

Note: The Jews (unbelieving leadership) were by now always seeking to kill Him. He is their public enemy # 1.

II.
Jesus appears in public at the Feast. His mission is to teach (7:14-19, 21-24, 33-34).


As always his teaching was authoritative, subordinate from the Father and verifiable.

III.
The popular response is pluralistic (7:20, 25-32, 35-36).


A.
Some accused Him of being insane (7:20).


B.
Others kept seeking to arrest Him (7:30-32).


C.
Another group believed in Him (7:31)


D.
Even in their confused midst, Jesus is very confident (7:28, 29, 33, 34).

IV.
The Climactic claim and call of Jesus on the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles 
(Deut. 16:13-15; Lev. 23:33-36).


A.
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, 

as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” 

This is a prophecy of the indwelling of the coming Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-32).


B.
Hearing this, the people continued to be divided over His identity.



1.
The temple guards did not arrest Him and when asked why they said, 


“No one ever spoke the way this man does” (v 46).



2.
The response of the unbelieving Pharisees and Nicodemus (vv 47-50).
Conflict concerning the adulterous Woman (7:53-8:11)
I.
The act of the scribes and Pharisees is calloused and insensitive (read 8:1-5).

II.
The action of Jesus is curious and blameless (8:6-9).

III.
The forgiveness of the woman is complete and irrefutable (8:10-11).
Conflict with the Pharisees and with the Jews (8:12-59)
I.
Jesus confounds the Pharisees in their ignorance (8:12-30).

II.
Jesus confronts the “Jew” in their stubborn unbelief (8:31-59).


A.
Note the difference between believing and trusting in this text.

See Larry Deason’s notes on page 202.

B.
Jesus’ statement concerns three concepts of major importance in all human 

thinking (8:31-32).



1.
“Know” (Gk. ginosko) speaks of knowledge gained from experience, 


implying transition from ignorance to knowledge (John 7:17).


2.
“Truth” (Gk. aletheia) denotes “revealed reality centering in the person 


of Christ Himself, implying a transition from error to truth (John 14:6; 


17:17).



3.
“Make…free” (Gk. eleutheroo) means absence of constraint or 



restriction, implying a transition from slavery to freedom (8:32, 36; 


Gal. 5:1-2).



4.
Note Jesus’ claims in John 8 esp. “I AM.

III.
In this chapter the Pharisees and Jews contradicted Jesus’ claim to be the Light of the World; insulted Him; denied their need for freedom and said that Jesus was demon-possessed. In effect they called Him “Crazy,” then picked up stones to kill Him.
Self Exam Lesson 6
1.
We have studied the period of _____________: The clash of belief and unbelief.
2.
The conflict with His brothers covers what period of Jesus’ ministry___________?

3.
Are these really his brothers or just relatives as the Catholic Church teaches _____?

4.
What is the opinion of the general public about Jesus: some thought he was ______; 
others thought he should be __________while others _________in Him (7:20, 30-32).

5.
Why did the temple guards say was their reason for not arresting Jesus “ __________

_______________________________________” 7:46?

6.
What was the reason for the Jews bringing the woman caught in the act of adultery to 
Jesus: a. so that he could forgive her________; b. so that they could embarrass the 
woman ______; c. to test Jesus so that they could accuse him_________?

7.
What is the difference between believing and trusting _______________________


____________________________________________________________________?

8.
What is the meaning of Gk. ginosko to know ________________________________


_____________________________________________________________?

9.
Complete this statement, “You shall know the ___________ and the ___________ 
will set you___________?

Lesson Seven

9:1 – 10:42
Conflict concerning healing the blind man (9:1-41)
I.
This case is revealing (9:1-5).


A.
The question by the disciples revealed their narrow outlook (9:1-2).



1.
The theology of that day was that all suffering and woe was connected 


with a particular sin (see book of Job and Luke 13:1-5.



2.
Jesus’ answer makes it plain that He didn’t believe that view point.


B.
The answer of Jesus revealed His broad insight (9:3-5).


1.
Jesus the “light of the world” is going to prove that in the life of a blind 


man to the glory of God, see Jn. 1:14; 5:19-20.



2
Jesus is going to do the work of the Father (9:4-5; see Gal. 6:10)


C.
The man was blind from birth – healing him Jesus proves Himself to be 


“The Master of misfortune.” Sign # VI (Remember their purpose 20:30-31)

II.
The cure is remarkable (9:6-7). 


*Notice the sequence of events: He went, he washed, he came home seeing.

III.
Controversy among the neighbors is radical (9:8-9).

A.
Divided opinion.

B.
The controversy of theories was stopped by the man’s confession of facts.

IV.
The confession of the ‘blind’ man is resolute (9:9-12).


A.
“I am the man.” The imperfect tense carries the meaning that he kept declaring 

that he was the one.


B.
The cure was undeniable. 

V.
The Pharisees are contentious and calloused. They want to debate this as a religious 
event denoted by the “battle of syllogisms” (9:13-16).


A.
The Pharisees logical argument (9:16):



1.
Major premise: All men from God keep the Sabbath.



2.
Minor premise: This man (Jesus) does not keep the Sabbath.



3.
Conclusion: This man is not from God.

Note: What is wrong with this syllogism? Not the structure, but the facts. (See Mark 2;27-28 Matt. 15:1-9.)

B.
Other of the Pharisees argued from a different position (9:16):



1.
Major premise: Only people who are from God and are not “sinners” 


can do such signs as giving sight to one born blind.



2.
Minor premise: This man has done such a sign.



3.
Conclusion: This man is from God and is not a “sinner.”

Note: This argument was not a statement of faith, but merely a question setting forth a possibility (read John 15:24).

VI.
The confusion of the Pharisees is redundant, as seen in their further interrogations (vv. 
17-23).

VII.
The contrast between truth and deceptive unbelief can be seen in the discussion 
between the former blind man and the Pharisees (9:24-34)

A.
The Pharisees were prejudiced and hostile.


B.
The former blind man was candid and honest.



1.
He puts his concluding remarks in the form of a syllogism:




a.
Major premise: “…God listens to the godly man who does His 



will”




b.
Minor premise: “Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of 



a man born blind.”




c.
Conclusion: “If this man were not from God, he could do 




nothing.”



2.
The blind beggar defeats the Pharisees with their own weapons: logic 


and Scripture.

VIII.
The man is excommunicated by the Pharisees, but is found by Jesus (9:35-41).
Conflict about the Good Shepherd discourse (10:1-21)
I.
The Old Testament provides the background and basis for the symbolism in this 
section. Yahweh is portrayed as the loving Shepherd of Israel (Read Ezek. 34:15; Psa. 
23; Isa. 53:6; 40:11; Luke 15:1-6. They are contrasted with the evil shepherds (Jer. 
23; Ezek. 34). The son of David (the Messiah) was to be the one Shepherd of the 
sheep in fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel (Ezek. 34:22-24; Jer. 23:1-6, compare 
I Peter 2:25; 5:4; Heb. 13:20; Rev. 7:17).
II.
Jesus asserts His authority as the Shepherd of both Israel and the Nations in the 
context of the discussions with the Pharisees about 
the healing of the blind man 
(chapter 9).


A.
The sheep are (Israelites) are the chosen spiritual remnant – the true people of 

God (Rom. 11:1-5). The other sheep are God’s chosen from among the 


nations, Gentile believers (Rom. 11; 15:8-12). All the sheep from both Israel 

and the Gentiles make up the one flock, the church, or body of Christ (Eph.  

2:12-22; I Pet. 5:4).

B.
The characters in this section are: The Shepherd (Jesus); the watchmen; 


thieves and robbers (false messiahs or leaders); the sheep (the Lord’s people); 

the hired hand (possibly the priests and other appointed officials.)

III.
The specific statements of this discourse deal with the relationships between Christ 
and His people. The identity and the work of the Shepherd are described  read (10:2 
28). Interpretively read this section.
Conflict on Solomon’s Porch (10:22-42)
I.
The question to Jesus was direct and menacing: “If you are the Christ, tell us plainly” 
(10:22-24).

II.
The answer from Jesus was distinct and pointed: “You do not believe because you are 
not my sheep” (10:25-28).

A.
True believers (“My sheep”) are identified by:



1.
Sensitivity: They hear His voice (10:27)



2.
Fellowship: They known by Him (10:27)



3.
Obedience: They follow Him (10:27)



4.
Life: They are given eternal life (10:28)



5.
Assurance: They “shall never perish” (10:28)



6.
Safety: They shall not be snatched out of His hand (10:28).


B.
Unbelievers (“you do not believe) are identified by:



1.
Stubbornness instead of sensitivity



2.
Alienation instead of fellowship



3.
Rebellion instead of obedience



4.
Death instead of Life 



5.
Danger instead of assurance



6.
Punishment instead of security

III.
Jesus claims that He and the Father are one (10:29-33)

IV.
Jesus supports His claim reasonably and scripturally (10:34-39).


A.
The logic of Jesus’ argument is unanswerable (Read Psa.82:6).


B.
The alternatives concerning the claim of Jesus are clear-cut.

Note: Either He was joking, lying, insane, misunderstood or He told the TRUTH (10:32, 37, 38).

Note: At this point Jesus returned beyond the Jordan, and many (who knew John the baptizer) believed on Him because of His SIGNS and because of the testimony of John (10:40-42).
Self Exam Lesson 7
1.
This is the sixth of the seven remarkable signs, what is it ____________________?
2.
What does this sign prove about Jesus ____________________________________?

3.
What is a syllogism ___________________________________________________?

4.
How long had this man been blind ______________________________?

5.
Why were the parents afraid to give their opinion about who healed their son ______


_______________________________________________?

6.
The healed blind man was afraid of the Pharisees True ____False____?

7.
What was the argument made by the Pharisees in 9:16?


Major premise


Minor premise


Conclusion


What is wrong with this syllogism: structure or facts?
8.
In this conflict we see that the Pharisees were _____________ and hostile, but the 
former blind man was ________________ and ___________________.

9.
The former blind man in his concluding remarks to the Pharisees puts his argument in 
the form of a syllogism; he defeats them using their own weapons __________ and 
__________________.

10.
Who is the Good Shepherd ____________________?

11.
The sheep are ____________________ who are the other sheep _______________?

12.
Who make up the “one flock” of God? This one flock is also known as __________ 
or the ___________ of Christ.

13.
“If you are the Christ, tell us plainly,” Jesus answers: “You do not believe because 
you are ___________________” (10:25-28). 

14.
Jesus claims that He and the Father are one, what did the Jews understand that 
statement to mean ________________________________________?

15.
Jesus said if you don’t believe me then believe the ___________________.

16.
At this point many believed on Him because of the _____________ and the testimony 
of John.
Lesson Eight
John11:1 – 12:50

Conflict about the raising of Lazarus (11:1-53)
I.
This SIGN was strategic in its importance.


A.
This was the last and greatest of Jesus’ public signs as recorded by John; it 

took place after the last winter of Jesus’ earthly life, after His ministry 


“beyond the Jordan” but prior to the week of Passover (see John 10:22)


B.
It was His final demonstration of His mastery of human problems: He is 


Master over death, the last enemy of man (see I Cor.15:26).


C.
It was convincing proof of His claim to be “the resurrection and the life” 


(11:25).


D.
This narrative concludes with the chief priests and Pharisees in full agreement, 

committed to put Jesus to death.

II.
Outlining this chapter shows the flow of events relating to this sign (11:1-53).


A.
A report comes to Jesus and His disciples that Lazarus, his friend is sick (11:1-

16).

B.
It is God’s will that Jesus return to Judea (11:17-37).


C.
The resurrection of Lazarus from the dead is told in simple but compelling 

language (11:38-44).


D.
The results of this sign mark the consummation of the “period of conflict” as 

the forces of belief and unbelief are thrown into the “period of crisis” (11:45-

53).
The declaration of belief and unbelief (11:54-12:36)
I.
The period of crisis is seen in the response of belief and unbelief.


A.
For belief to be stable and remain belief, it must become definite, genuine, and 

committed.


B.
Unbelief, unable to tolerate Jesus’ exposure and condemnation of its position 

becomes more determined to put Jesus to death.


C.
Chapter 12 records the turning point in this scheme: This is the crucial hour! 

(See John 12:23).

D.
After this, the narrative of the gospel moves speedily to its conclusion.

II.
The period of crisis is outlined (read John 11:54-12:36).


A.
The intensity of unbelief is seen in the portrayal of Jesus and His enemies 


(11:54-57).


B. 
The intimacy of belief is seen in the portrayal of Jesus and His friends (12:1-

11).


C.
The infatuation of belief is portrayed in this enthusiastic reception involving 

Jesus and the populace (12:12-19; Mark 11:1-11; Matt.21:1-11; Luke 19:28-

40).


D.
The insistence of belief is seen in the portrayal of Jesus and the Greeks (12:20-

36).


E.
In summary, all the forces of belief and unbelief which influenced Jesus 


converged in this brief “period of crisis.” There was: the hatred of the Jews, 

jealousy of Judas, loyalty and devotion of Mary, expectation of the Greeks, 

purpose for which Jesus had called His disciples, conquest over Satan and the 

will of the Father.
Note: This ends Jesus’ public ministry. He walked faithfully toward the cross. It was almost “his hour” the fullness of the times.

From public controversy to private conversation (12:36-50)
I.
John’s parenthesis has an apologetic thrust: He seems compelled to explain the 
phenomenon of Jewish unbelief (12:36-43). That unbelief was preposterous (v 37); it 
was predicted (v 38) and it was predetermined (vv 39-40).

II.
Jesus’ plea presents His thinking on belief and unbelief (12:44-50).

Note: The words of Jesus in John 12:48 precisely define unbelief: It is the rejection of the Person of Jesus, and the refusal of His words.
Self Exam Lesson 8
1.
Here is the seventh great sign Jesus did, what was it _______________________?

2.
What does this sign prove about Jesus ___________________________________?

3.
What confidence does this sign give to you personally _______________________

_________________________________________________________________?

4.
This sign was convincing proof that Jesus was what He claimed to be in 11:25; what 
is that claim ___________________________________________________?

5.
What did Jesus do that is known as the shortest verse in the Bible ______________?

6.
How did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead “_______________________________”?

7.
Because of this event the Jewish leaders called a meeting of the ________________? 
For what purpose __________________________________11:53?

8.
This event ends Jesus’ _______________ ministry?
9.
What is the judge of those who reject Jesus and His words _______________12:48?
Lesson Nine

John 13:1 – 15:27
The period of conference: The strengthening of belief (13:1-17:26)

Rivalry: obstacle to unity (13:1-20)
I.
The parallel passages should be studied, especially Luke’s account which supplies the insight of the disciple’s quarrel concerning greatness in the kingdom of God (read  Matt. 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-30).
II.
The key statement is John 13:1, where John prepares the reader to understand the point of his account by stressing the knowledge of Jesus ( see I Cor. 8; John 1:11-12; 17:6; 15:13 and I John 3:16-18.

III.
The basin and the towel prove Jesus’ love for His disciple (13:2-11.

IV.
Lessons learned from the towel.

V.
The meaning an application of the lesson of the towel is made clear by Jesus (13:12-
17).

VI.
Jesus distinguishes between true and false disciples in the application of His teaching 
(13:18-20; compare John 6:60-71; 8:31-47; 15:16-20; 17:11-12).
Betrayal: obstacle to unity (13:21-30)
I.
Jesus was troubled because of the disunity of His disciples (13:21, 10).

II.
Jesus’ announcement of the coming betrayal served as a warning to all the disciples 
(13:22-25).

III.
Jesus’ answer to the question “who is it?” is both precise and merciful (13:26).

IV.
Judas’ evil heart and progress in unbelief is the opposite of love: selfishness (13:28-
30). Jesus knew he was a devil (6:70-71) and earlier said that he was a thief (12:4-6). 
The Devil had put this evil plot of betrayal in Judas’ receptive heart (13:1). Having 
gained access to his heart now entered into Judas (13:27).
Glory, preparation, and destiny (13:31-14:11)
I.
The following observations concern the discourse in general (13:31-16:33).


A.
This is Jesus’ farewell message and dialogue with His disciples.


B.
The following passages show that Jesus is making a conscious effort to give 

the apostles final instruction: John14:25; 15:11; 16:1, 4, 6, 33. These passages 

state the purpose, result and method of His farewell discourse.



1.
The purposes being that His disciples would have joy, prepared for the 


future, remember His words and have peace.



2.
The result of the teaching was a lack of understanding and sorrow 



filled their hearts.



3.
The method of his teaching was figurative language and “dark saying”.

II.
Concerning readiness for His departure, Jesus taught extensively (13:31 – 14:31).

A.
Consider these passages: Peter’s question, 13:31-38; Thomas’ question 14:1-7; 

Philip’s question, 14:8-21.


B.
The question of Judas (not Iscariot) leads into the conclusion of Christ’s 


discourse concerning readiness (14:22-31).


C.
Christ’s announcement of ‘glory’ (Gk. doxazo means to magnify or extol, to 

exalt to a position of honor) and departure are recorded (13:31-35).


D.
He gives his disciples  a badge of disciple to wear: “love one another as I have 

loved you…” (vv. 34-35).

IV.
Peter’s question “Lord where are you going?” and Jesus’ reply are recounted (13:36-
38). 
V.
Christ’s discourse is continued on the subject of preparation and destiny (14:1-4)

VI.
Thomas’ question and Jesus’ reply are narrated (14:5-7). His question contradicts 
Jesus’ last statement and his faulty reasoning was based in his skepticism.

VII.
Philip’s request is reported: “Lord show us the Father and that will be enough for us” 
(14:8). He wanted to see the Father as plainly as he saw Jesus before him.

VIII.
Jesus’ reply is presented: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (14:911).
The coming of the Counselor (14:12-31)
I.
The continuation of God’s work (in Christ) will be based on the disciples’ love for 
Christ (14:12-15. (Note K. Hagin’s sermon, Larry D, p. 309)
II.
They would not be left as “orphans”: Jesus would send the “Counselor” (14:16-17). 
Counselor (Gk. parakletos) means “one who appears on another’s behalf: mediator; 
intercessor; helper.” He is the Holy Spirit of Truth.

III.
Jesus’ promise of return has three possible meanings (14:18-21).

IV. 
Question by Judas (not Iscariot; but son of James or Thaddaeus) and the reply of Jesus 
are described (14:22-24 read also 14:16-17, 25-26). Judas’ question, “Why do you 
intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”
V.
Jesus continues His talk with them about their preparation for His leaving (14:25-28).

VI.
Jesus’ death is summarized in the conclusion of this section in terms or its effect on 
various relationships (14:29-31): The effect upon His disciples; effect upon Satan and 
the effect upon the world.
Relationships of the disciples (15:1-27)
I.
Their relationship to Jesus is described (15:1-11). The figure of a vineyard is used to 
describe the Vine (Jesus) and the branches (disciple).

II.
Their relationship with one another is defined: “My command is love one another as I 
have loved you” (15:12-17).

III.
Their relationship to the world is discussed (15:18-27).


A.
The world is hostile toward disciples.


B.
The reason for the world’s hatred is the difference in their nature (15:18-20) 

and the difference in their Master (15:20-21) (Read I John. 2:15-17; 3:1).



They and we have been chosen out of the world (Col. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 6:14-

7:1).

C.
Nevertheless, the disciples of Christ are to bear witness of Him to a hostile and 

unbelieving world (15:26-27; Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 7 – 8:4).

Self Exam Lesson 9
1.
This section is known as the period of ______________: The strengthening of belief.

2.
What two things are obstacles to unity ______________ and _______________?

3.
In this section what were the disciples arguing among themselves over ___________


________________________________?

4.
What does the basin and the towel prove to His disciples __________________?

5.
What is the application for us from the foot washing example by Jesus ___________


________________________________________________________?

6.
Judas became a partner with whom _____________________ in His evil scheme of 
betrayal of Jesus?

7.
What do we know about Judas as the treasury for the disciples, he was ___________?

8.
What is the new commandment that proves genuine discipleship _________________

_____________________________________________?

9.
Jesus is an exact representative of ________________________; “if you have seen 
me you have seen __________________.” (14:9-11)
10.
Who would prevent Jesus’ disciples from becoming orphans _________________?
11.
What is the meaning of the Gk.word, parakletos _______________________?

12.
What would the Holy Spirit do for the disciples ________________________ and 


_____________________________________ 14:26?
13.
The Father is the gardener, Jesus is the Vine, what are you ___________? 
15:1-8 
What is expected of you and me_____________________________15:8?
14.
Complete this quote, “greater love has no one than this that_____________________ 


_____________________15:13.

15.
What was written in their law about Jesus ___________________________________ 
15:25?
Lesson Ten

John 16:1 - 17:26

Revelation of persecution (16:1-6)
I.
Jesus tells His disciples that persecution should be expected (16:1-2). This would 
include expulsion from the synagogue and perhaps even death (Acts gives us an 
account of these things happening).

II.
Persecution of believers would be the logical course for unbelief to follow (16:3).

III.
Jesus forewarns and gives assurance and comfort (16:4-6).
Revelation of the Spirit (16:7-15)
Note: Even in the face of such adversity, Jesus continues to reveal to His disciples that His going away was to their benefit through the activity and work of the Holy Spirit. Greater works were yet to be done (16:7; Acts 1:1-1; compare John 7:37-39; 14:26; 15:26).

I,
The three-fold relationship of the Spirit to the world is presented in terms of the verb “convict” (Gk. elegkho) which means “bring to light, expose, set forth, convince, point something out to someone, reprove, correct (16:8-11).

II.
The relationship of the Spirit to the apostles is presented in terms of the word “guide” 
(16:12-13). He will guide them into all truth; he would reveal to them many things 
and prevent them from making errors.


A.
This text helps us to understand the authority of the apostles in the early 


church (2:42). Their teachings were the commands of the Lord (I Thess. 2:13; 

2 Thess. 2:13-14; I Cor. 14:37).

B.
Because the apostles committed their teachings to writing, their authoritative 

teaching ministry continues with us today in the form of the Holy Scriptures 

(Eph. 2:20; 2 Pet. 1:12-15).
III.
The relationship of the Holy Spirit to Christ is presented in terms of the word “glory” 
(16:14-15).

IV.
A summary of what this entire discourse says about the Spirit is as follows:


A.
The Spirit’s identity: a Person, not a force. The Gk. term for Spirit (pneuma) is 

neuter gender, Jesus uses a masculine pronoun, “that One” (Gk. ekeinos), to 

refer to the Spirit (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-8, 13-14).


B.
The Spirit’s work is to emphasize Christ, not Himself (John 14:15-16, 17-18, 

26; 16:7-11, 13, 14).
Revelation by the resurrection (16:16-24)
I.
The strange words of Jesus provide the key to the next portion of Jesus’ discourse 
(16:16-19). This statement (surprisingly!) was a puzzling to the disciples (16:17; read 
again 2:19-22; 10:11-18; 12:7, 32-33; 14:19). They argued its meaning, yet hesitated 
to ask Him.
II.
The explanatory words of Jesus make it clear that He was talking about His 
resurrection (16:19-24). At His crucifixion the world would rejoice and His disciples 
would sorrow, but at His resurrection their sorrow would turn to joy (16:21-22).

III.
The encouraging words of Jesus about that day assure the disciples that they have a 
close and intimate relationship with Jesus and God His Father (16:23-24).
Revelation by Proclamation (16:25-33)
I.
This section offers us new insights into Jesus’ new relationship to His disciples. He 
will now speak plainly to them, not figuratively, about the Father. The Father loves 
you, because you love me, He tells His disciples. Jesus came from the Father and is 
going back to Him (see 1:1-18 again).

II.
This revelation, in the middle of this discourse caused the disciples to believe – “this 
makes us believe you came from God.” Jesus responds, “You believe at last!” Jesus’ 
concluding words of encouragement in this discourse (v. 33) remind them that this 
whole message was spoken that they might have “peace.”
Jesus’ conversation with the Father (17:1-26)
I.
This is the “high priestly” prayer of Jesus. It is the Lord’s Prayer. This intercessory 
prayer is explained by Jesus’ concern for the spiritual security of His disciples during 
the despairing events just ahead (see Luke 22:31-31).


A.
The general outline of the prayer may be seen as three circles of divine 


concern. He prayed for Himself as the central figure in God’s eternal purpose 

(17:1-5); He prayed for His apostles as His immediate successors in the 


continuity of divine revelation (17:6-19); He prayed for future believers as 

those whose relationship in the family of God would depend upon the apostles 

testimony (17:20-26).


B.
This prayer is so powerful in its message and influence.


C.
Third, the theme is for the relationship of future believers that they all will be 

one even as He and the Father are one (17:20-23). Read Eph. 1:22-23; 4:1-6; 1 

Cor.12:13. The unity of all believers is the desire of God’s heart.

D.
His purpose is their salvation (17:24-26)

II.
The course of divine love is the foundation of unity and fellowship in the Spirit, as 
seen in Jesus’ prayer of intercession (read again John 17:1-26). Notice the sequence of 
the fellowship of love (Larry Deason, Gospel of John p. 352).
Self Exam Lesson 10
1.
Why did Jesus tell His disciples that it would be good for them if He goes away 
__________________________________________________16:7?

2.
What is the three-fold work of the Spirit to convict the world of  ________ and 
_________________and ___________________16:8?

3.
How will the Spirit guide the apostles when He comes ___________________16:13?

4.
In 16:16 we have the idea presented, “revelation by _______________________. 
What did Jesus mean by “a little while;” it puzzled the disciples_________________?

5.
How can we have peace in a troubled world ____________________________16:33?

6.
The intercessory prayer of Jesus can be seen as three circles of divine truth. He prayed 
for _____________, His __________________ and ____________________Ch. 17.
7.
What powerful message is sent to us today from Jesus’ prayer ____________ 

_________________________ 17:21?

8.
Why is number seven so important for the world ____________________________?
Lesson Eleven
John 18:1 – 19:42

The period of consummation: The victory over unbelief (18:1-20:31)
Judas and Jesus (18:1-11)
I.
Jesus’ willing surrender is told by all four gospel writers (John 10:17; Acts 2:23; 
Matt. 26:36-56; Mark 14:32-52; Luke 22:40-62).

II.
Judas’ willing betrayal is contrasted to Peter’s active loyalty (Matt. 26:47-50; Mark 
14:43-45; Luke 22:47-48).

Annas and Jesus (18:12-27)
I.
Jesus’ trial before the Jewish authorities involved two preeminent priest (18:12-24); Annas and his son-in-law, Caiaphas. Annas had been High Priest from A.D. 4-14 and at this time still held the honorary title and great influence. The High Priest was suppose to serve until he died. Caiaphas was the “official” high priest.

A.
Jesus was initially interrogated by Annas (18:12-14). The procedure was 


routine, unethical and illegal. According to Jewish law, capital punishment 

cases were not to be tried at night.


B.
Jesus was then investigated by Caiaphas (18:13-14, 24, 28; Matt. 26:59-68; 

Mark 14:55-65).


C.
Jesus was examined by the Sanhedrin (Luke 22:66-71).



1.
The Sanhedrin was the Jewish Supreme Court made up of the High 


Priest and seventy other prominent Jews.



2.
This meeting with the Sanhedrin was to make the trials legal. Under 


Roman law they were not allowed to invoke the death penalty (John 


18:31; compare 8:1-5).
II.
Peter’s denial is recorded in all four gospels (John 18:25-27; Matt. 


26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62). This is in fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy 
(John 13:37-38) and compare (I Cor. 10:12). Peter’s denial began with “cursing” but 
ended with “crying.”
Pilate and Jesus (18:28-19:16)
I.
Consider the following general comments about this section.


A.
The parallel passages should be read along with John’s account (Matt. 27:1-

26; Mark 15:1-15; Luke 23:1-25).


B.
John devotes more discussion about the confrontation between Jesus and 


Pilate than do the other gospel writers. However, John doesn’t report some of 

the details that the others do.


C.
John presents this trial in vivid and full detail, showing the sharp contrast 


between Jesus and Pilate. Actually Pilate is on trial before Jesus rather than 

Christ before Pilate.

II.
The first contact between Pilate and the Jews (18:28-32)

III.
The first contact between Pilate and Jesus (18:33-38).

Note: Luke records that Pilate sent Jesus to Herod, who proclaimed Him innocent and sent Him back to Pilate in mockery (Luke 23:4-16).

IV. 
The second contact between Pilate and the Jews (18:38-40).

V.
The second contact between Jesus and Pilate (19:1-3).

VI.
The third contact between Pilate and the Jews (19:4-8).

VII.
The third contact between Jesus and Pilate (19:9-11).

VIII.
The fourth and final contact between Pilate and the Jews (19:13-16).

IX.
The following summary is a character sketch of Pilate and Jesus:


A.
Pilate was:


1.
Reluctant to try Jesus (18:31).



2.
Uneasy about the situation (18:28)



3.
Ready to hear Jesus (18:33)



4.
Indignant (18:35)



5.
Curious (18:37)



6.
Compromising (18:39)



7.
Cowardly (19:10) “Don’t you know I have the power to free you or 


crucify you.” If he did why didn’t he use it? Pilate the politician!



8.
Bitter (19:15, 22)


B. 
Jesus was: Meek, Calm, Truthful and Resolved
The crucifixion of Jesus (19:17-37)
I.
The reason that John recorded the crucifixion is seen in (19:35).

II.
The division of this narrative are as follows:



A.
The place of the crucifixion (19:17-18).


B.
The placard on the cross is debated (19:19-22).


C.
The parting of the clothes is done (19:23-25)


D.
The provision for his mother is delegated (19:25-27).


E.
The plaintive words and proclamation from the cross are delivered (19:31-37).



1.
The seven sayings of Jesus from the cross in chronological order are:




a.
“Father forgive them…” (Luke 23:34).




b.
“Today you will be with me…” (Luke 23:43).




c.
“Dear woman, here is your son…” (John 19: 26-27).




d.
“My God, my God why…?” (Matt. 27:46).




e.
“I am thirsty…” (John 19:28).




f.
“It is finished…” (John 19:30).




g.
“Father, into your hands…” (Luke 23:46).



2.
Jesus’ death and resurrection is the greatest of the great signs, if this 


will not create belief nothing else can or will (see Matt. 12:38-40 – The 


sign of Jonah).
The burial of Jesus (19:38-42)
I.
The body of Jesus was given to Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus at Joseph’s bold 
request. He is buried in a new tomb, wrapped in spices with strips of linen according 
to Jewish custom.
II.
The burial in John’s account emphasizes his thesis of presenting evidence to aid 
belief, because it adds more witness to the reality of Jesus’ death. After such handling 
of the body of Jesus they would know that He was really dead.

III.
Precautions concerning the burial are described in some detail in Matthew’s gospel 
account (Matt. 27:62-66 and compare Psa.2:1-4). Read about the stone and guards.

IV.
The significance of the burial, certifying that Jesus was indeed dead, is also realized in 
its value as a tangible witness to the Resurrection. 

A.
Similarly, baptism identifies us, not 
only with the Cross of Christ, but also 

with His empty tomb (read I Cor. 15:1-4; Rom.6:1-11, 16-18; Col. 2:12; I Pet. 

3:20-21).


B.
The empty tomb of Jesus stands in history as the guarantee of the coming 


resurrection of all the dead (John 5:28-29 and compare I Cor. 15:20-22, 50-58; 

Acts 17:31; Rom. 8:11-12, 23; I Thess. 4:13-18).
Self Exam Lesson 11
1.
This section of our study is the period of _______________________? The victory 
over unbelief.

2.
Jesus is arrested by His on willingness and consent, but _________ is guilty of 
betraying Him.
3.
Jesus protects His own and asks that they not be arrested fulfilling what words _____


_____________________________17:12.

4.
Who had his ear cut off _______________ by whom ___________________?

5.
Jesus was arrested and taken where first ____________________ and secondly before 
whom ______________________ who was also the _________________________.

6.
As Jesus had predicted Simon Peter denied Him ____________times before the 
_______________ (13:38;18:27).

7.
Before being taken before Pilate Jesus was tried by the Jewish Supreme Court which is the _______________made up of the ______________and _______ other prominent Jews?
8.
What was Pilate’s attitude after he questioned Jesus the first time _______________?

9.
When crucified Jesus spoke seven times from the cross, what did He say:


a.
____________________________________________________


b.
_____________________________________________________


c.
______________________________________________________


d.
______________________________________________________


e.
______________________________________________________


f.
_________________________________________________________


g.
__________________________________________________________

Lesson Twelve
John 20:1-31

Resurrection: The proof (20:1-10)
I.
This is the climax of John’s book: The resurrection of Jesus dramatically 
demonstrates that He is Messiah, Lord and God. If there was no resurrection, the 
unbelief which came together at the Cross would have remained forever unsolved.

II.
John’s account of the Resurrection is: compact, historical, personal, and sensible. 
Compare the Synoptic gospel accounts of the resurrection with John’s (Matt. 28:1-10; 
Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-49).

III.
John presents the material evidence of the resurrection of Jesus.

A.
The open and empty tomb discovered by Mary is considered (20:1-2).


B.
The impact of the grave clothes on Peter and John (20:3-10; compare Luke 

24:12). What was it about the grave clothes that caused such an immediate 

transition to belief?
The living Lord confronts a despairing disciple (20:11-18)
I.
Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene (20:11-18). Her despair turns to joy when Jesus 
reveals His resurrected self to her.

II.
Jesus’ revelation of Himself to Mary Magdalene is personal and profound. He calls 
her by name; He commands her not to “keep holding on to Me” (20:17). He cautions 
and commissions her (20:17). Mary’s transformation came from being an eyewitness 
of the resurrected Christ, therefore she could talk about what she had seen and heard.
The living Lord turns depression into delight (20:19-23)
I.
The disciples were meeting on the “evening of the first day of the week” behind 
locked doors for fear of the Jews (20:19; read Luke 24:19-25).

II.
Jesus appears in their midst (20:19). His appearance was real; His words brought 
peace and joy to the disciples and His identity was proven by the wounds in His body.

III.
The proof of Jesus’ living presence among the disciples turned them from sadness to 
gladness (20:20; 16:19-22).

IV.
The disciples were commissioned by the resurrected Lord (20:21-23). He breathed on 
them and said “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
The living Lord dispels doubt (20:24-31)
I.
The reality of unbelief still existed among the disciples, Thomas is an example 
(20:24-25). He explained his unbelief on the basis of insufficient experience; he 
wanted sufficient testimony and demanded objective proof “Unless I see…I will not 
believe it.”

II.
The refutation of unbelief is undeniably delivered (20:26-27).

III.
Thomas’ unbelief was given up in the presence of Jesus who presented Him with the 
proof that he asked for: Thomas being a reasonable man believed and said “My Lord 
and my God” (20:28-29).
The Proven Resurrection and Its Effects.
I.
The evidence of Jesus’ resurrection is indisputable to the reasonable mind. The 
evidence centers around the empty tomb, grave clothes and the appearances of Jesus.

II.
The effect that the risen Lord had upon the disciples is the best explanation for the 
conversion of: a mourner Mary into a missionary; a penitent Peter into a preacher; a 
bereaved friend John into an apostle of love; a doubter Thomas into a confessor: Faith 
can rise no higher than when it avows Jesus of Nazareth to be its Lord and God, and a 
band of timid disciples into fearless heralds of a new movement that eventually 
conquered the world.
III.
The evidence is presented in all its clarity, truthfulness, and actuality. Jesus is 
declared and proven to be the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Savior of the 


world!


A.
The question is, “Do you believe this?” (see John 11:25)


B.
“Stop doubting and believe” (see John 20:27).


C.
“That by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:30-31).

Self Exam Lesson 12
1.
The burial of Jesus and the open tomb gives evidence to prove John’s thesis (John 
20:30-31). What was so significant about the burial garment and face napkin on that 
early Sunday morning _________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________20:3-8?

2.
The empty tomb of Jesus stands in history as the guarantee of _________________


_______________________________________ of all the dead.

3.
Who was the first person to witness Jesus’ resurrection ____________________?

4.
Where were the disciples on that first Sunday evening of the resurrection when Jesus 
appeared to them ________________________________________________20:19?

4.
What were the first words Jesus spoke to them when he entered the room ________


______________________________20:19?

5.
Thomas wasn’t with the disciples when Jesus appeared to them and when they told 
him about seeing Jesus he said __________________________________________?
6.
Jesus appeared to Thomas, what was his response when he saw Jesus _____________


________________________________?

7.
Finish this quote from Jesus, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; _____


__________________________________________20:29.

8.
Be sure you have memorized John 20:30-31. This is the __________ of this gospel.

9.
The most important question for you is this: do you believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God _________________________; so that you may have life in His name?
Lesson Thirteen
John 21:1-25
Epilogue: The responsibilities of belief (21:1-25)
Jesus and the Disciples by the Sea (21:1-14)
I.
Jesus appears again to His disciples this time on the sea shore of Galilee; it happened 
like this (21:1-14). It was an intimate occasion.

II.
The miraculous catch of fish was not misunderstood (21:3-5, 12). There was no doubt 
about the voice of Jesus; no doubt about the huge catch of fish; and no doubt about 
the presence of Jesus there on the seashore with them. He did not need their fish to 
cook them breakfast, but He allowed them to add theirs to His already cooking.
III.
This meeting and fellowship with His disciples is now the third time since His 
resurrection (21:9-14). Fellowship which was interrupted by death “for a little while” 
was now resumed (see John 16:16-24). 
Jesus and Peter (21:15-23)
I.
On this occasion Jesus publicly restores Peter and calls him to commitment to the 
cause of the kingdom (21:15-17).


A.
The disciples’ need was a complete love in order that each of them might be 

committed to the task that lay ahead (John 20:21-23; Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 

16:15-16).


B.
Jesus questions Peter concerning His love for Him. Jesus was sensitive while 

doing so, and asked Peter for three affirmations of love and three 



demonstrations of service.



1.
Affirmations of love are these:




a.
“Do you truly love me…” (21:15) (Gk. agapao). The meaning 



of this form of love is: “the love of intelligence and purpose, 



the love of whole-hearted devotion.”




b.
“Do you truly love me?” (21:16) Jesus uses the same Gk. verb 



for love (agapao).




c.
“Do you love me?” (21:17) Jesus asked the third time, but He 



uses the (Gk. word phileo), meaning “friendship or fondness.”

Note: Peter answers all three times with the Gk. word, phileo. He uses two different words for “know” – (Gk. oida), “meaning a mental process, knowledge by intuition or by reflection” and a different word for “know” (Gk. ginosko, meaning “Knowledge by observation and experience.”



2.
Three demonstrations of service are these:




a.
“Feed my lambs” (21:15).




b.
“Take care of my sheep” (21:16).




c.
“Feed my sheep” (21:17)
II.
Jesus’ call is personal and decisive: “Follow me!” (21:18-23).


A.
Peter’s future death is predicted by Jesus at this time (21:18-19; read 2 Peter 

1:13-14). He would live to be old, die violently and glorify God in His death. 

Jesus left Peter and every other disciple with a final call to commitment and 

belief: “FOLLOW ME!”


B.
Peter asked about John and what was to happen with him? Jesus in effect said 

to Peter that is none of your business, “You follow me” (21:20-23).


C.
Jesus alludes to His return to the earth to get “His own.” Jesus explains what 

He meant about His statement concerning John.
Self Exam Lesson 13
1.
How many fish did Peter and the others catch this night ________________?

2.
What event caused the disciples out in the boat to know that it was Jesus calling  
them from the shore ________________________________________?

3.
How many fish did they catch in their net when Jesus told them to cast it on the right 
side of the boat ____________________________?
4.
They ate breakfast there on the shore with Jesus and this was the ________ time that 
he had met with them after His resurrection.

5.
How many times did Jesus ask Peter if he loved Him ___________? The same 

number of times that Peter   __________ Jesus.

6.
What form of the Greek word love did Jesus use to ask Peter if he loved Him _____?

7.
Jesus told Peter that he would die peacefully at a good old age. True__ or False ___
8.
What two words did Jesus call Peter to do __________________21:19?
9.
If all the things Jesus did were told the books written about Him could be 
housed in 
the largest library in South Korea. True ____ or False ____

Conclusion (21:24-25)
I.
John’s conclusion consists of a final testimony of assurance and authenticity (21:24-
25).

II.
John again reminds us that his presentation of Jesus has been selective (20:30-31)

III.
John affirms that the greatness of his subject (Jesus, God in the flesh) is inexhaustible.

“Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written” (21:25)!
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